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Is In Session 

Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Command students from 
Amsterdam High School in Amsterdam, N.Y. overcome mental and physical 
challenges during the high ropes and zip lining course at the Fields of Fire 
Adventure Park in Mystic, Conn. Cdt. Corporal Christopher Bridges from 
Haverhill H.S., Haverhill, Mass. See full story on following page. Cadet 
Corporal Shanelle Herrera from Amsterdam H.S., Amsterdam, N.Y. 
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NS Newport Public Affairs Office  
PAO Office Line: (401) 841-3538 
Base Condition Line: (401) 841-2211 
E-Mail: NWPT_ContactUs@navy.mil  
 
Command and Staff 
Capt. Ian L. Johnson, Commanding Officer 
Lisa Rama, Public Affairs Officer 
Cmdr. Corey Barker, Public Affairs Officer 
Kalen Arreola, Public Affairs Specialist 
 
Operational and Exercise Impacts are often 

communicated to the public 
first using the installation 
social media outlets: 

¶ FB: Facebook.com/
NAVSTANewport 

¶ Twitter: @NAVSTANEWPORTRI 

¶ Instagram: @navstanewportri 

¶ LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/navstanewport 
 
DISCLAIMER: The Department of the Navy does not 
endorse and is not associated with the non-federal 
entities in this publication. 

One hundred and forty three 
Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Command (MCJROTC) 
Cadets from seven different high 
schools were onboard last week for 
the 13th Annual JROTC leadership 
academy.   
The leadership academy, as the 

name implies, was an opportunity for 
the cadets to develop and challenge 
their ability to lead, make decisions 
under various stressful scenarios and 
provide an opportunity for them to 
learn from cadets outside of their 
own schools. 
Seven MCJROTC units 

participated coming from Mass., 
N.Y. and R.I. Tolman H.S. JROTC, 
the only school in R.I. with a Marine 
Corps JROTC unit, was there in full 
force. Col. Jeff Richardson, USMC 
(ret) is the Senior Marine Instructor 
at the school and was dual-hatted as 
the senior officer overseeing this 
yearôs camp.  
ñThe focus (of the camp) is on 

developing leadership and on 
challenging the cadets physically.  
The cadets had leadership classes in 
the evening and went off base to take 
on physical challenges which 
included the University of Rhode 
Islandôs north woods challenge, zip 
lining in Conn. and a physical 
endurance course that tested their 
rapid reaction skills.ò  
All of the cadets were entering 

Tolman High School MCJROTC Cdts. Michael Cooper and 
David Coleman compete in the push up portion of the fitness 
challenge with Sgt. Joshua Lydick, an instructor at the Marine 
Corps Detachment Newport, providing advice on the proper 
execution of the exercise.   

ROTC Kicks Off Summer Training in Newport 

Continued on next page 

mailto:nwpt_contactus@navy.mil
http://www.facebook.com/navstanewport
twitter.com/navstanewportri


3 

AROUND THE STATION é  

either their sophomore, junior or 
senior years of high school. To be 
part of any MCJROTC program, 
cadets have to be passing all of their 
school classes to remain in good 
standing as cadets in their programs.   
Last Thursday night they were 

out in force for a fitness challenge on 
Nimitz Field, McCool Track and at 
Marine Corps Detachment Newportôs 
High Intensity Tactical Trainer 
(HITT). The cadets competed in 
seven different events including 
crunches; push-ups; pull-ups; a 600-
meter relay; a 1-mile relay; a team 
lap and a tug of war. 
Tolman High School Cadet 

Caydence Machado had a life 
changing experience while at the 
camp. ñI feel like Iôve been learning a 
lot about different leadership skills 
and motivation. I learned to face and 
overcome my fear of heights by 
doing the High Ropes Course,ò she 
said with pride in her voice and a 
smile on her face. 
Since its inception in 1916, the 

JROTC program has been viewed as 
a strong program that provides youth 
with much needed skills in 
citizenship and leadership.   
Additionally, numerous studies 

have shown that students who 

participate in JROTC programs have 
better attendance, grades, and 
graduation rates relative to students 
who were in general academic 
programs.   
Principals and school 

administrators also maintain positive 

attitudes toward JROTC because of 
these programs:  Motivate students to 
learn.  Foster a disciplined and 
constructive learning environment 
and instill essential skills like time 
organization, responsibility, goal 
setting and teamwork.   

Cdt. Caydence Machado, Tolman High School, sets off running 

on her leg of the 1-mile relay run last Thursday night around 

McCool track. 

MCJROTC continued 
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Pell Bridge Celebrated itôs Half-Century Birthday! 
The bridge was lit up in red, 

white and blue, fireworks were shot 
off, a fireboat was shooting off water 
and the crowd was assembled in 
mass last Friday night as the entire 
community turned out to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of the opening of the Newport Pell 
Bridge.    
Since the original ribbon cutting 

on June 28, 1969ðthere have been 
more than 345 million motorists 
across the East Passage of 
Narraganset Bay for the last 50 
years. Itôs impact on Newportôs 
economy is clear and the benefits for 
the military here were significant.   
In addition to the bridge opening 

up Aquidneck Island for tourism, 
ease of delivery of services, 
increased demand on everything 
from real estate to ice cream, the 
Navy was able to further expand our 
abilities to recruit and attract a more 
educated work force; the quality of 
life for duel military couples with 
one spouse with the Submarines 
down in Groton and the other 
assigned to a command in Newport.   

 

Members of Navy Band N.E. (above) 

brass quintet standby between 

sessions at the celebration.  The 

Newport Pell Bridge is clearly seen 

off in the background.   

Members of Marine Corps 

Detachment Newport attended the 

event and are shown here with 

Buddy Croft, Director of R.I. 

Turnpike and Bridge Authority.  

When Pell Bridge was dedicated, 50 

years ago, U.S. Marines were still 

responsible for security onboard the 

installation. Left to right are Sgt. 

Hans Hoyos; Sgt. Gilbert Martinez; 

Sgt. Kennety McCormack, Jr.; Sgt. 

Anthoney Ott. 
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By Officer Training Command Newport 
Public Affairs 

 
Officer Training Command, 

Newport (OTCN) recently 
collaborated with local civilian 
emergency service providers to 
improve mutual response capabilities.  
The Sailors assigned to Technical 

Training Department (TTD) trained 
40 Federal Fire (FEDFIRE) Fighters 
and Mutual Aid partners from the 
Rhode Island cities of Newport, 
Portsmouth, Middletown, Fall River, 
and Bristol Emergency Services 
(EMS) in the 19F3A Fire Trainer.  
The 25 Sailors in TTD delivered both 
classroom and practical application in 
advanced shipboard firefighting 
tactics to civilian professionals who 
do not normally train for these 
emergencies. 
When National Oceanographic 

and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), United States Coast Guard 
(USCG), and United States Navy 
(USN) ships assets come to Newport, 
FEDFIRE responds first to shipboard 
emergencies in port.  When 
FEDFIRE exhausts their resources 
responding to a major event, they will 
need relief to stay in the fight.  This is 
where the Mutual Aid EMS come in 
to keep battling the casualty.   
The Sailors from TTD bring their 

vast fleet experience to teach, 
demonstrate, and eventually guide 
FEDFIRE and Mutual Aid through 
controlled casualties in the $20M 
firefighting training facility.  Training 
to fight a shipboard casualty is 
considerably different from the 
structural firefighting the participants 
normally encounter on a day-to-day 
basis, and practicing in a simulator 
that can demonstrate those 
differences is essential.   
From basic nomenclature used in 

communications to advanced 
shipboard space management, the 
Sailors from OTCN TTD have 

developed a methodology to train the 
various organizations to work 
together.  Aligning practices and 
knowledge, procedures and language 
between FEDFIRE, Mutual Aid 
Organizations, USCG, and USN is 
imperative if the efforts to combat 
casualties are to be successful.  The 
partnerships between responders 
inside the Department of Defense and 
those of the communities they reside 
in foster enduring relationships that 
contribute to long-lasting bonds.  
OTC executes five officer-

training programs located aboard 
Naval Station Newport, Rhode Island. 
These include Officer Candidate 
School (OCS), Officer Development 
School (ODS), Direct Commission 
Officer Indoctrination Course 
(DCOIC), Limited Duty Officer and 
Chief Warrant Officer (LDO/CWO) 
Academy and Seaman-to-Admiral 
(STA-21) program. 
OTCN is currently supported by 

Naval Service Training Command 
(NSTC), commanded by Rear Adm. 
Jamie Sands, and his NSTC staff, 
headquartered at Naval Station Great 
Lakes, Ill.  
NSTC supports 98 percent initial 

officer and enlisted accessions 
training for the Navy. This training 
includes the Naval Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (NROTC) program at 
more than 150 colleges and 
universities that either host NROTC 
units or have cross-town enrollment 
agreements with a host university. 
NSTC also supports OTCN in 
Newport, Rhode Island, Recruit 
Training Command (RTC) at Naval 
Station Great Lakes, as well as Navy 
Junior Reserve Officer Training 
Command (NJROTC) and Navy 
National Defense Cadet Corps 
(NDCC) citizenship development 
programs at more than 600 high 
schools worldwide. 

Officer Training Command Trains Local  

Emergency Services in Fleet Damage Control 
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The Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center (NUWC) Division Newport 
will mark the 150th anniversary of 
the founding of its originating 
command at 10 a.m. on July 29, 
2019.   
The commemoration will 

feature the unveiling of a new 
monument dedicated to the men 
and women who researched, 
developed, tested, evaluated, and 
manufactured the weapons and 
underwater systems vital to the 
nationôs undersea warfare (USW) 
superiority through two World 
Wars, the Cold War and other key 
periods of the past 150 years, 
through todayôs challenges 
throughout the worldôs seas and 
oceans, and keeping the Navyôs 
USW superiority second to none in 
the future. 
Governor Gina Raimondo and 

U.S. Senators Jack Reed and 
Sheldon Whitehouse are scheduled 
to attend. 
In 1869, the Naval Torpedo 

Station on Goat Island in Newport, 
Rhode Island was founded as the 
Navyôs first research and 
development laboratory for 
undersea warfare weapons.   
The station evolved through 

many name changes and 
reconfiguration of missions over 
the years:  The Naval Torpedo 
Station (1869-1951), The Naval 
Underwater Ordnance Station 
(1951-1966), The Naval 
Underwater Weapons Research and 
Engineering Station (1966-1970), 
The Naval Underwater Systems 
Center (1970-1992), and finally 
NUWC Division Newport in 1992. 
Over the course of its history, 

the various iterations of the 
command incorporated many other 
related organizations including The 
Central Torpedo Office (1947); The 
Naval Underwater Systems 

Engineering Center (1966); The 
Naval Underwater Sound 
Laboratory (1970); The 
Underwater Sound Reference 
Division/Detachment Naval 
Research Laboratory Detachment 
Orlando (1995) and the Naval Sea 
Combat Systems Engineering 
Station (1995).  
NUWC Newport is the largest 

federal activity in Rhode Island in 
terms of personnel and payroll.  Its 
total funded program reached $1.12 
billion in 2018.   
Of its total operating budget, 

$926.6 million was spent in 
payroll, construction, facility 
support, and local contracts.   
NUWC Newportôs employee 

base includes 3,332 government 
civilians and 41 military members.   
In addition to the government 

workforce, NUWC Newport 
contracted for approximately 2,602 
work years during 2018 bringing its 
combined government and 
contractor workforce to more than 
5,934 positions. 
Media interested in attending 

the ceremony must contact John 
Woodhouse at 
john.woodhouse@navy.mil (401-
832-4256) not later than noon on 
Friday, July 26. 

NUWC Division Newport to Mark its 150th Anniversary 

mailto:john.woodhouse@navy.mil
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Mary Truong, executive director 
of the Massachusetts Office for 
Refugees and Immigrants (MORI), 
who as a child was rescued by the 
U.S Navy during her familyôs 
emergency exodus from Vietnam in 
1975, recently spoke about her work 
and personal experiences at the 
Naval Undersea Warfare Center 
(NUWC) Division Newport, as part 
of a commemoration for Asian 
American Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month. 
ñThis is a huge deal for me,ò she 

said about talking to employees who 
support the U.S. Navy fleet on May 
22. ñIt is both an honor and a 
privilege to be here.ò 
ñMy work is a personal mission 

for me,ò Truong said. ñI share the 
[immigrantsô] desperation and 
aspiration; their pain and hope.ò 
In her talk, ñCelebrating 

Diversity and Asian American 
Contributions,ò Truong explained 
how her family had a normal life 
until 1975, when her father 
announced that they must leave to 
escape communism after the end of 
the Vietnam War. Truong, the fifth of 
nine children, was 14 years old at the 
time and had become a ñmotherò to 
her younger siblings because her 
mother had died two years earlier. To 
explain the sudden exodus, her father 
told the children 
that material life is 
not important, and 
that spiritual life 
and family matter 
the most. 
Having watched 

American 
television, Truong 
envisioned the U.S. as a paradise, but 
her joy about living in the U.S. soon 
turned to worry about survival during 
the trip. On the way to the beach, 
where her family would get on a 
boat, their car was stopped and her 
father was asked where they were 

going. Truong said her father bribed 
the officer by giving him his watch 

so they would be 
allowed to continue 
their journey. As 
they were traveling, 
their car was shot at 
by Communist 
soldiers, and 
Truongôs 
grandmother, who 

was leaving with them, told them to 
form a human shield, with the older 
members of the family lying on top 
of the younger ones.   
Once on the boat, the danger did 

not end. Sitting in overfilled boats 
that were not meant for navigation on 

the open sea, refugees had little cover 
against storms and had to face 
disease, starvation, dehydration and 
even pirates. According to the U.N.ôs 
High Commission for Refugees, 
between 200,000 and 400,000 
Vietnamese boat people died at sea in 
the 1970s. Other estimates say that as 
many as 70% of the boat refugees 
died at sea. A total of 1.6 million 
Vietnamese were resettled between 
1975 and 1997, with more than 
402,000 coming to the America. 
After three days at sea, Truong, 

her family, and others on the boat 
were rescued by a U.S. Navy ship. 
The refugees were brought to Subic 
Bay in the Philippines for two 

Vietnamese refugee talks about her rescue by the  

U.S. Navy during visit to NUWC Division Newport 

NUWC Division Newport Special Emphasis Coordinator for 

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month Sarah De-

Pamphilis (from left) and Commanding Officer Capt. Michael 

Coughlin (right) welcome Mary Truong, a guest speaker for 

Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month on May 22. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_High_Commission_for_Refugees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_High_Commission_for_Refugees

